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COUNT DE V. 


LoxpoN, April 25, 1748. 


| T is impoſſible for me to expreſs, 
| | how much I think myſelf obliged to 
you, for your Condeſcenſion in writing 

me ſo full and circumſtantial an Account, 
of a Tranſaction of ſo great Importance; 
the good Effects of which will, J flatter 
myſelf, be felt for many Years, as well 
in — as through the reſt of Europe. 
I will not conceal from you, the Utility 
of your Intelligence, any more than I do 
the Pleafare, which it gave me. It 1s very 
certain, that nobody here had any thing 
like it, nay to ſpeak the Truth, hardly 
any Accounts at all; ſo that what 1 de- 
B livered 


(2) 
livered upon your Credit, was received as 
oraculous; the Connection between the 
Facts, and the Conſiſtency of the whole 
Relation, putting the Veracity and Impar- 
tiality of it beyond all Suſpicion, 

Vou expect in return, that I ſhould 
give you as free and fair a Detail of the 
State of Things here; of the great Im- 
preſſion this expected and unexpected 
Piece of News made; and the Conſe- 
quence it may probably produce. No- 
thing is more reaſonable than your Re- 
queſt, nothing can poſſibly be more my 
Duty, either in reſpect to our private 
Friendſhip, or the Regard we owe to our 
M——'s Service, The Time I have ſpent 
here, the Opportunities I have had of 
converſing, not only with different Mi- 
niſters, but with the great Men, and 
Leaders of ſeveral Parties, have enabled 
me to form perhaps as true a Judgment, 
upon the Subjects, which you require my 
Opinion upon, as any Perſon in my Station 
could well give you; and it affords me 
| 2 : a very 


(3) 


a very ſincere Pleaſure, that this is really 
the Caſe. 

The Frankneſs and Plainneſs of your 
Letter, afford me an admirable Model, and 
it is juſt that I ſhould follow it; at leaſt 
it (hall be my Study, fo far as the diffe- 
rence of our Capacities will give me leave, 
to profit by your Example, and to avail 
myſelf of that Copy, which you have 
ſet me in this difficult Kind of writing. 
Upon the firſt Whiſper of this extraor- 
dinary Event, there appeared much of 
that Doubtfulneſs, Suſpicion, and Con- 
fuſion, which naturally fills the Minds of 


Men, before they have thoroughly con- 


ſidered the Impreſſion, which an unlooked- 
for Meaſure will have upon their reſpective 
Syſtems ; and all that ſtudious Care of 
concealing from others their real Sentiments, 
at a Time when in Fact they have no 
Sentiments at all, 

The My, who alone were in 


ſome Degree prepared in their Expecta- 


tions, took a yery wiſe and judicious Step, 
B 2 or 
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(4) 

or at leaſt, one, that would be con- 
ſidered as ſuch, in any other Country 
than this; that is; they kept a profound 
Silence at C-—-, and ſent the firſt In- 
telligence of it into the City; that the 
ſalutary Effects, which ſuch an Event 
muſt naturally have upon epUBLICKk CRE- 
pix, might operate univerſally, and not 
turn to the private Emolument of parti- 
cular Perſons. The Deſign was rational 
and laudable, and I believe was attended 
with the Succeſs it deſerved. 

But as ſoon as a few Hours had afford- 
ed Leiſure for Reflection, there appeared, 
as uſual, a ſudden and warm Divifion of 
Sentiments. Some were in Raptures at the 
Thoughts of ſeeing Peace reſtored, and 
that return of general and beneficial 
Trade, which had ſuffered ſo long” and 
grievous an Interruption. I take it, that 
the People in theſe Sentiments were the 
moſt conſiderable, and by far the moſt 
numerous ; but moſt of them contented 

| themſelves 
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themſelves with a filent Approbation, and 
the Diſcovery of their high and fincere 
Satisfaction in the Livelineſs of theic 
Looks and Briſkneſs of Behaviour. O- 
thers affected to doubt the Certainty of the 
Thing; Propoſitions might be ſettled, Pre- 
liminaries might be figned, and no Peace 
follow. Gertrudenburgh, and the Congreſs 
of Cambray, were mentioned ; famous for 
long Negotiations, hopeful Projects, which 
yet brought nothing to Concluſion. 

Nor were there wanting, who declared 
roundly againſt Peace, ſuppoſing it to be 
made, The Nation began this War with 
great Views, had been at a vaſt Expence, 
none of theſe Views were accompliſhed ; 
and by a precipitate Peace, all this Expence 
would be thrown away. But what would 
be thought very extraordinary, any where 
elſe, tho' not at all ſtrange here; ſome who 
but a Week ago were for Peace upon any 
Terms, who thought the My inex- 
cuſable not to accept any Offers that were 
made them, and N in not propoſing 


Terms 
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Terms of their own ; were loudeſt in their 
Outcries againſt Peace, tho' upon better 
Terms than they had declared it reaſonable 
to expect. Such was the Reception of the 
P. ies here 

In order to account for all this, and to 
make you perfectly Maſter of the real 
Situation of Things in this Country, I find 
myſelf under a Neceſſity of launching out 
into a Deſcription of the preſent State of 
this Nation. A very difficult, a very dan- 
gerous, and a very daring Undertaking ; 
for how ſhould a Stranger pretend to know, 
what the wiſeſt of the Natives profeſs, 
is beyond their Comprehenſion ? But it 
may be, that their Prejudices and Prepoſ- 
ſeſſions may render them improper Judges, 
and that one leſs embarked in their Affairs, 
and whoſe Connections with them are 
temporary only, may have a clearer View 
of the Proſpe&, and conſequently be better 
able to deſcribe it. Be that as it will, I 
have given you my Promiſe, and I am 


bound to diſcharge it the beſt I can. 
| 1 


1 

There is no Doubt, that the Britiſb Na- 
tion, in ſpite of Abundance of Draw- backs 
and Diſcouragements, is ſtill very rich and 
very powerful. A Stranger ſees this at his 
firſt Entrance into the Kingdom; and the 
longer he ſtays, and the better acquainted he 
grows with the Country and its Inhabitants, 
the more fully he is perſuaded, or rather 
the more effectually he is convinced of 
what at the firſt View he believed. Yet 
this will not hinder him from diſcerning, 
that a large Proportion of their Wealth 
is ſtrangely diſſipated in a Train of needs 
leſs and unneceſſary Expences, and that their 
Power 1s as unaccountably weakened, and 
in ſome Meaſure exhauſted, by Factions 
amongſt themſelves, Factions ſo much the 
more criminal, becauſe they are built upon 
flight, and even ridiculous Foundations ; 
which, if apparent from nothing elſe, 
would be glaringly ſo from hence, that 
the ſame Men, in the Space of a few 
Years, are Partizans of different Factions, 
and yet expreſs the ſame Heat and Vehe- 
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68) 
mence in Favour of every Faction they 
embrace. 

It is indiſputable that the Wealth, and 
Power of this People, are the Conſequence 
of that Liberty, which they enjoy, A Li- 
berty ! no Foreigner can conceive, till he 
has been long amongſt them, and even 
then can conceive it only in Part, This 
Liberty, which was at firſt the Effect, is 
now the Cauſe of Property ; for in order to 
be free and to be conſiderable, a Man muſt 
be rich; and this excites that indefatigable 
Induſtry among the middle Sort of People, 
which, tho' talked of, and pretended to, by 
other trading Nations, is only. viſible here. 
It is to their Liberty likewiſe, that this Na- 
tion owe thoſe Inconveniences, againſt which 
they exclaim ſo much. As there wants a 
ſufficient Power to compel, ſo Intereſt only 
can promote great Enterprizes ; and this 
creates enormous Expence. On the other 
Hand, as this makes every Body thrive, 
that has any thing to do with publick 
Affairs, the ſenſe of i diffuſes that Paſ- 
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fion for Employments, which is the true 


Source of all their Factions. I cannot tell 


whether I expreſs myſelf like a Politician, 
but this I am ſure of, that I ſpeak the 
Language of an honeſt Man ; for what I 
fay is truth, 

It behoves me to keep as much with- 
in Bounds as poſſible, tho' I have long 
meditated the Subject, and have made 
great Collections upon it; ſo that what I 
give you will not I flatter myſelf appear 
a haſty Rhapſody of crude Thoughts, col- 
lected to ſatisfy the Demands of a preſent 
Occaſion. I will not therefore enter into 
the Queſtion, how far it is the Intereſt of 
Great-Britain, to take Part in the Affairs 
of the Continent? upon which Volumes 
have been written to very little Purpoſe. 
I will content myſelf with ſaying, that if 
Trade and Navigation be her moſt eſſen- 
tial Intereſts, they can never be ſecured, 
but by taking Part in the Affairs of the 
Continent ; for this keeps open moſt of 
the Channels of thy former, and effectually 
protects, encourages, and extends the lat- 
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ter; fo that while ſhe declines Conqueſts, 


and is ſteady in ſupporting her Allies, ſhe 
certainly purſues her true Intereſts, it Trade 
and Navigation be ſuch. 

We may very juſtly apply theſe Prin- 
Ciples to the preſent War ; into which ſhe 
was drawn by Treaties : Treaties, of which 
ſhe reaped the Benefit, in time of Peace, 
and from which ſhe had freſh Benefits to 
expect, when Peace ſhould be again re- 
ſtored. Theſe were Maxims not leſs true 
in themſelves, than obvious in their Na- 
ture, and as far as I could ever diſcern, 
were very well underſtood, and as far as 
their Circumſtances would permit, ope- 
rated upon the Maxims and Conduct of 
the three Ms, that have ſubſiſted 
here fince the . breaking out of the War. 
I can go yet a little farther ; for I will 
venture to aſſert, becauſe I believe I ſhall 
be able to prove, that every one of theſe 
M s laboured to carry on the War 


ſucceſsfully, and might have been able to 
do it, if they had not been diſturbed and 
T | . diſtreſſed 


( 12x ) 

diſtreſſed by that bad Effect of a noble 
Cauſe, I mean an Oypos1T1oN. | 

This is a Word, that you muſt have 
ſeen frequently uſed, and yet from what I 
can gather, from the political Diſcourſes 
tranſmitted me from Holland, it is little if 
at all underſtood in moſt Parts of Eu- 
rope. But the Word however, as moſt 
Terms of Faction in this Country are, 
is very well choſen, and very ſignificant. 
Oppoſition, is a Struggle for Power, and it 
conſiſts in expoſing, embarraſſing, and de- 
feating the Defigns of thoſe who poſſeſs 
Power, whether they make either a right 
or a wrong uſe of it. I ſhall confine my- 
ſelf entirely to the War, in regard to which 
I maintain, that all the M meant 
right, and conſequently ſuch as oppoſed 
them, could not mean ſo. Indeed they 
meant nothing, but to find fault, to clog 
all their Meaſures, to exaggerate Miſcar- 
riages, to magnify Diſappointments, and 
to ſupplant Perſons in Power, without 
any regard to their Management of it, I 
know this may, and indeed muſt appear 
| : G& 2 firange, 
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ſtrange, but notwithanding this, I ſhall 
make it appear to be true. 


The old Mr had diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf in his Youth, by his Zeal for a War 
carried on with the fame Views, and to 
accompliſh the ſame Ends, with this, in 
which he engaged very unwillingly, This 
Unwillingneſs did not proceed from any 
Change of his Principles, (for to them he 
was as fixed, as perhaps any B——þ 
M r ever was) but from his Know- 
ledge of the Difficulties that muſt occur, 
in carrying on a War; which as he un- 
derſtood better, ſo he apprehended them 
more than any, It may be however, that 
he ſhewed himſelf more unwilling to en- 
gage in it, than he really was ; and in this 
he proved himſelf a greater Politician, 
than even his friends thought him. He 
had a Mind to make it the Meaſure of 


others, that he might be the leſs anſwera- 


ble for its Conſequences ; but with reſpect 
to the Management of it, he ated with 


all that Prudence and Caution, which 


might be expected from a Man of con- 
ſummate 


( 13) 
ſummate Abilities, aſſiſted by the moſt 
extenſive Experience. 

He had a clear and perfect Comprehen- 
fion of the Power, the Influence, and the 
Views of France ; and no body underſtood 
better how to combat all theſe, if he had 


been allowed to execute his own Plan, 


which was equally judicious, with Reſpe& 


to the common Cauſe, and the Intereſts , 


of his own Nation. He perceived plain- 
ly the Defects of the new Alliance, in 
Compariſon with the old one ; and as he 
very rightly judged, that nothing but Suc- 
ceſs at the Beginning could excite and 
preſerve the Spirit neceſſary to vigorous 
Meaſures, upon which the Event of the 
War «muſt depend, he was very ſollicitous 
upon this Head, It was upon this Prin- 
ciple that he propoſed ſo frugal a Supply 
to that excellent P ſs, for whoſe 
Support the War was begun ; and tho this 
Frugality was very unjuſtly exclaimed a- 
gainſt at Home and Abroad, yet it was 
well intended, and might have had much 
better Conſequences than a more liberal 

| Aſſiſtance, 
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(14) 
Aſſiſtance, at leaſt at that Time. He knew 
that the D—+ were very backward, and 
at the ſame Time were very unable to 
make the Figure they did in the laſt War, 
and yet without them or ſome Ally of 
equal Weight, it appeared very plain to him, 
that nothing of Conſequence could be 
effected. : 

To remove therefore this Difficulty, (the 
Magnitude of which has been but too diſ- 
cernible fince) he cauſed it to be ſuggeſt- 


ed to a certain M r, that the firſt 
a ought to take, 


was to compromiſe Matters with that of 
B-—7, that this once done, there might 
be ſome probable Hopes conceived of a 
War; and if Britiſh Subſidies were want- 
ing, they might be reaſonably demanded, 
and would, no Doubt, be chearfully gi- 
ven. Theſe Councils were very well re- 
ceived, and happy had it been for the 
common Cauſe, if they had been ſteadily 
purſued. But the Oppoſition, having at 
this Time, as indeed it has at all Times, 


no other Rule of Conduct, but crofling 
and 


615 

and contradicting the M——y, interpoſ- 
ed here with all its Might, and ſome of 
its Chiefs infuſed it into the Mind of a cer- 
tain F-—-n Mr, that his 8 — was 
under no Kind of Obligation to the B 
G——t, but owed all the Aſſiſtance ſhe 
had received to the Bb N—t—n; 
that they, from Principles of Generofity 
and Juſtice, as well as out of Reſpect to 
Treaties and the Ties of Intereſt, were de- 
termined to maintain her Cauſe without 
Reſpect to Perſons; and to meaſure their 
Supplies only by her Neceſſitics. This had its 
Effet ; the moderate Meaſures of the old 
Mr were rejected with Contempt, 
and the War ſtood thence- forward upon 
a very ſandy Foundation, which, if his 
Advice had been taken, had been built up- 
on as ſolid a Baſis as the laſt general War, 
which was carried on with ſo much Glo- 
ry and Succeſs. This Defeat of the old 
M's Scheme, was Matter of Triumph 
Abroad and at Home; the — of ——, 
and the Oppoſition carried their reſpective 
Points, and exulted thereupon, not a little, 
tho 
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tho' certainly there was very little Cauſe, 
as the moſt penetrating Politicians foreſaw 
then, and as dear-bought Experience hzs 
taught Politicians of all Sorts ſince. Thus 
the firſt, and the beſt-laid Plan, for eſta- 
bliſhing an effectual Balance againſt the 
Power of France, was ſet aſide, to make 
Room for another, much more extenſive 
in its Views, but much more limited in its 
Reſources, 

The new Mr, who as his Way 
to Power by the Prevalence of the Oppoſi- 
tion in this Point, had one Advantage over 
thoſe who concurred with him in that Mea- 
ſure, that he was ncere in his Intentions. 
He really meant what he profeſſed ; he was 
bent upon exerting. the ntmoſt Force in the 
Proſecution of theWar; but from theWarmth 


of his Heart, or the Vivacity of his Tem- 


per, or from both, he miſtook that Force 
which he thought might be exerted. He was 
a hearty Friend to vigorous Meaſures, and 
promoted them with all the Vigilance ima- 


ginable, not doubting that ALL, who had 


gone thus far with him, when they ſaw 
the 


(17) 

the Road open before them, would have 
gone on ; but as he could not bring them 
into Power, which was the only Path they 
| meant to tread, inſtead of going on, they 
went off, and oppoſed him in a very little 
Time, with as much Warmth, and more 
Reſentment, than they had ever done his 
Predeceſſor; ſo true they were to their pri- 
vate Intereſts, and ſo little did they regard 
Truth, with regard to their public Pro- 
feſſions. 

But he who was extravagantly fond of 
a Maxim peculiar to himſelf, that vi- 
gorous Meaſures would ſupport themſelves, 
and that the Laws he dictated in the 
C tt muſt be purſued elſewhere, fram- 
ed in his own Mind a vaſt Syſtem, with- 
out taking any proper Meaſures to be ſe- 
cure of thoſe Reſources, which ſo wide a 
Plan of Operations neceſſarily required, 
The Machine was not amiſs; the Con- 
trivance of it was worthy of that Repu- 
tation which for his great Parts he ac- 
quired ; and the different Pieces of which it 


was compoſed, were well enough adapted 
D and 
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ms put together; but the Springs, by 
which it was to be moved, lay out of his 
Power. His Contempt of the, who had 
deſerted him, irritated his / Friends; at 
the ſame Time, that the Self-/ufficiency of 
his Conduct, diſguſted his zew ones; fo 
that in a very ſhort Space of Time, he faw 
himſelf, and that too in the Zenith of his 
Power, when he had the entire Confidence 
of his Mr, and in Conſequence of 
that, the good Wiſhes of his Allies, with- 
out Friends at all, 

However the Briſkneſs of his Behaviour, 
and the Hopes with which he had inſpir- 
ed many of the G P, had for 
a little Time ſo good an Effect, that the 
only proſperous Campain of the War, was 
that in which he had the Direction, and, 
in a Manner, the ſole Direction of Affairs. 
He did enough to ſhew that his Syſtem 
was practicable, with regard to Things 
Abroad, if it could have been ſupported 
at Home; but hated as he was by thoſe 
who left him, and izſapportable as he 
grew to thoſe with * he joined, even 

| Succeſs, 
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Succeſs, upon which alone he depended, 
did him very little Service ; and thoſe, who 
could agree in nothing elſe, united in re- 
preſenting as impracticable that Scheme, 
which he had contrived, but which it was 
really impoſſible for him to find Means to 


ſuſtain. All his Succeſs therefore in the 


Field, and all his Influence in the C—t, 
could not enable him to reſiſt the vigo- 
rous Efforts of the Oppoſition ; and tho 
the Arguments, they made uſe of, to expoſe 
his Conduct, and explode his Syſtem, were 
preciſely the reverſe, of thoſe which them- 
ſelves had employed for ſeveral Years be- 
fore againſt his Predeceſſor, yet they had 
the very ſame Effet; and theſe very Men, 
who had run down one Mr for the 
Narrowneſs of his Views, and what they 
repreſented as timid Precaution; now over- 
turned another, by an Outcry of Raſhneſs 
and Profuſion; and made that his Crime, the 
very want of which they condemned as 
criminal, but two Vears before, in him who 
was then at the Head of Affairs. Such 
is the Force of Oratory, whether well or il 
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applied, over the Councils of a free People ! 
and ſo fatal the Effects of Liberty, to 
Liberty itſelf ! He fell however with Dig- 
nity, and his Enemies having triumphed 
over his Power, and his Syſtem, could not 
help ſhewing Eſleem for his Parts, and Re- 
ſpe? towards his Perſon. 
The Rebellion in Scotland was a Re- 
ſource, which coſt the common Enemy very 
little, in Compariſon of the great Ad- 
vantages that he drew from it; and amongſt 
theſe it was none of the leaſt, that it was 
looked upon in this Country, as a convinc- 
ing Argument, that the Plan of foreign 
Operations ſhould be rather contracted than 
extended. Thoſe unhappy and infatuated 
People, that embarked in this Affair, were 
the Dupes and Victims of the Oppoſition ; 
for they really miſtook that Clamour, which 
had been raiſed about Hanover Troops, for 
Perſuaſion and Principle, and were ſo very 
weak, as to ſuppoſe that there was an In- 
tention to ſerve their Cauſe, in thoſe, who 
never had any Cauſe at Heart, but their 
own, This induced them to make that 
wild 
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wild and deſperate March into Et, 
in which, if they had not been ſecond- 
ed by the Severity of the Seaſon, by which 
they were put, at leaſt, upon a Level with 
regular Troops; I fay, had it not been 
for that inconſiderate Attempt, in ano- 
ther Seaſon of the Year, or even in a mild- 
er Winter, muſt have been fatal to every 
Madman engaged in it. 

It is very certain, that this unforeſeen 
Calamity augmented very much the Dif- 
ficulties of the War, which were nume- 


rous enough before, increaſed Expences 


that were already but too heavy, and had 
many other untoward Effects which I need 
not ſtay to explain, Yet this fad Scene 
had its Advantages, and was in many re- 
ſpecs ſingularly uſeful to the G t, in- 
aſmuch as it extinguiſhed that Spirit of 
Faction, the Effects of which differed 
little from thoſe of Diſaffection; it ſnewed 
the Nation the Conſequence of foreign 
Alliances, and if it did not entirely re- 
concile them, it at leaſt took away their 
Averſion to foreign Troops. Beſides all 
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this, it convinced France and her Allies, 
that nothing was to be done in this way 
any more, by which it cured them of their 
Fondneſs for Invaſions, and ſet the People 


of B. pretty well at reſt upon that 


Score. It is true, this Event hindered, as 


it very well might, the BN — 
from affording their Allies, for ſome time, 
that Help, which they would otherwiſe 
have done; but the X ſhewed their 
Firmneſs to the common Cauſe, by re- 
ſuming vigorous Meaſures, as ſoon as it 
was in their Power, of which all theit 
Allies were very ſenſible, and the D h 
in particular, expreſſed their Gratitude in 
very warm Terms. In ſhort every Body 
was pleaſed with their Conduct, except 
the Oppoſition, who never ate or can be 
pleaſed; they ſtill exerted themſelves as 
uſual, by exclaiming againſt the Folly and 
the Weakneſs of thoſe Steps, which were 
the moſt wiſe and prudent, that could 
poſſibly be taken, and to which the de- 
feating of the Rebellion was principally 


das. | 
In 
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In a Word they were very angry, that 
Numbers of People were not taken up, 
for which the G — had full Powers, 
and that none were impriſoned, againſt 
whoſe Sentiments there were ſtrong Suſpi- 
cion, tho' their Actions were free from 
apparent Guilt. Vet it was to this Con- 
duct in the M———, that the Inaction of 
the French was chiefly owing; for when 
on the one Side they ſaw the Rebels march 
into E———-, and no Commotion there- 
by excited; and on the other Hand, faw 
the G-— fit ſtill, when the Conſtitution 
had put ſo much Power in their Hands, 
they concluded, and the Concluſion was 
rational enough, that their Adventurer had 
deceived them, and that in reality he had 
no Friends, or at leaſt none of any Con- 
ſequence, and therefore were deaf to all 
the Sollicitations of his Agents, and would 
not hazard the Embarkation of any great 
Bodies, in favour of a Cauſe, that ap- 
peared to them not worth ſupporting, or 
rather incapable of Support. If this was 
really the Caſe, then the Men plainly 


made 
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made the moſt of the Advantage they 
had; and if it was not the Caſe, they 
furned to their Advantage, that which 
might have turned to their Ruin. 

As ſoon as things were again ſettled, 


the M- returned to the Proſecution 
of the War in the only Way that was 
left for them to proſecute it in; for the 
wide and extenſive Plan was now rejected, 
and thoſe, who by rejecting it had made 
their Way to Power, began to appre- 
hend, that the Plan was too extenſive 
even as it was then purſued. Yet in ſpite 
of this, and in ſpite of the avowed: Strug- 
gles of the Oppoſition, to the ſame Pur- 
poſe, they continued to perform their En- 
gagements punctually, and this notwith- 
ſtanding ſome ill Treatment they met with, 
from a Quarter whence they leaſt expected 
it. You very well know, how hear- 
tily they promoted the Irruption into 
Provence, and how effectually they aſ- 
fiſted the Conqueſt of the Iſlands upon 
that Coaſt; you know too, as well as I, 
that they did all that could be done to for- 

1 ES ward 
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ward the Expedition againſt Gema, not- 
withſtanding which, the moſt barbarous 
as well as groundleſs Inſinuations were 
thrown out, to the Prejudice of the Cha, 
racter of the Britiſh Admiral in the Me- 
diterranean, maliciouſly couched under Ar- 
ticles from Turin, where his Merit was 
perfectly well known, and had been 
always gratefully acknowledged. Nay, 
not ſatisfied with breaking this poor 
Gentleman's Heart, the ſame unrelent- 
ing Spirit diſturbed his very Aſhes, and 
certain Gazettes gave it as a Fact to 
the World, that a much larger Sum was 
found in ready Gold in his Cabin, than all 
his Eſtate amounted to; moſt of which 
had been acquired before the War, at leaſt 
before that Expedition, Something of 
the ſame Sort was afterwards thrown out 
upon the Death of G-m—_—_ V. ; 
he too was corrupted, in order to vouch 
for the Exiſtence of Troops, that he had 
reviewed, and that were actually doing 
their Duty in the Field, 
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But notwithſtanding theſe, and many 
other ſuch Diſcouragements, and notwith- 
ſtanding the daily Difficulties thrown in 
their Way at Home, the M went 
on, promoted every Thing they could pro- 
mote, and particularly undertook that De- 
ſcent upon the Coaſt of B-—; which, 
however it has been ridiculed here, you 
very well know ſtruck a Terror into France, 
and has obliged her to add the Expence 
of an Armament on that Side ever fince 
to the Charge of a War that was bur- 
thenſome enough before. But for all this 
nothing which they could do, would pleaſe ; 
not even their Affection for Liberty, and the 
Conſtitution, which alone could induce 
them to tolerate that extravagant Torrent 
of Abuſe, which, without Doubt, they had 
felt much leſs, if they had in any Degree 
deferved it. The Topicks too of this A- 
buſe were often of an inconſiſtent, and even 
oppoſite Nature; ſometimes they were re- 
preſented as criminal, for the Zeal which 


they exprefſed for continuing the War; 


of which they had till great Hopes 
| in 


| UF 
in the midſt of repeated Diſappointments, 
to which they contributed nothing, un- 
leſs perhaps in concealing the true Cauſes 
of them, which however they could not 
reveal without hazarding great Inconve- 
niencics. Sometimes they were upbraided 
with a puſillanimous Fondneſs for Peace, 
and it was ſuggeſted that they privately 
defeated, what they publickly promoted ; 
of which had there been the leaſt Tittle of 
Truth, thoſe that gave this malicious Co- 
Jour to their Conduct, would not have 
failed to produce the Proof. 

At other Times, but more eſpecially of 
late; they have been abuſed for their Ne- 
gligence in not making a Peace, a Peace 
of any Kind, with any Power, or upon 
any Terms; the the Complaints were juſt 
as well founded as thoſe relating to the 
War, and propagated with the ſame good 
Intention; for as the former were calcu- 
lated to inflame their Countrymen, ſo the 
latter were intended to alienate their Allies, 
and to raiſe Suſpicions in the F | 
M. Reſident here, in which, perhaps, 
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they were not always, or altogether un- 
ſucceſsful. You are deſirous of having a 


true Deſcription of the political State of 


this Country ; and therefore I give it you 
largely, that you may be ſenfible of the 
hard Taſk impoſed upon the M— in 
free Governments, where, excluſive of the 
Satisfaction they are bound to give to the 
M they ſerve, they are alſo ſubject 
to be called to an Account, not by the 
Repreſentatives of the People only, or the 
Nation in general, but by every little Party, 
I had almoſt faid by every Man in it. You 
will from henceforth ceaſe to wonder at 
that extreme Caution, and as you have 
ſometimes termed it, ſurprizing Circum- 


ſpection of B— M—. It is not always 


an eaſy Thing for a Man of Honour to 
juſtify his Behaviour to a ſingle Maſter ; 
what then muſt it be where M—— 
have Millions of Maſters of different In- 


tereſts, acting with different Views, of 
different Capacities, different Principles and 


different Diſpoſitions? 


You 
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You may poſſibly figure to yourſelf, 
that, notwithſtanding all this, there have 
been x. in G—— B-— who have 
ated with great Boldneſs, and without 
ſhewing much Concern about what the 
Populace might think of their Actions. 
But this was in other Times, when the 
Conſtitution was under Conſtraint, and the 
Royal Power was greater than it is, and 
when the Will of the P was, at 
leaſt, a ſufficient Warrant to his M, 
tho' not a Law to his Subjects. But thoſe 
Times are long fince paſt, and ſeem to be 
paſt, beyond recal; for the Perſons at preſent 
near the Helm are in Reality the trueſt Friends 
to Liberty in the Nation; it is from their be- 
ing known to be ſo, that they are able to 
maintain and ſupport themſelves againſt thoſe 
who would other wiſe ſtick at nothing to over- 
whelm them, and [which to you muſt certain- 
ly appear one of the ſtrangeſt, and moſt ab- 
ſurd Things in the World] their Enemies 
ſometimes, in the Heat of their Reſentment, 
throw this out in abuſe; as if in a Country, 
where Liberty is the moſt eſteemed Thing in 
Iz the 
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the World, there could be any Thing baſe or 
criminal in M— making themſelves con- 
ſiderable, by their real Intereſt in the Nation. 
lam fully ſatisfied in my own Mind, 
that theſe Things muſt wear the Face of 
Extravagancy and Incredibility, for a long 
Time they did the ſame to me; but as I 
am now fully convinced that they are Facts, 
I cannot help ſtating them to you as ſuch ; 
and if you blame me for ſetting down 
what you cannot poſſibly underſtand, you 
muſt at the fame Time take ſome Share 
of Blame to yourſelf, for inſiſting upon my 
ſending you this Relation, If you dip into 
Voyages and Travels, even thoſe that are 
written by Men of the greateſt Reputation 
for Veracity, you will find natural Para- 
doxes in every Page ; and therefore I hope 
you will excuſe that plentiful Harveſt of 
political Paradoxes which, I am very ſure, 
you will reap by reading my Letter; all-I 
can add, is, that you will find no Untrazhs 
amoneſt them. 

If it was not from mere Apprehenſion 


of tiring you, I could tell you ſome very 
ſingular 
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fingular Stories of Cl—ſ—t, as well as 
P vy, and popular Intrigues, in order 
to drive out the preſent Mr. It is very 
certain, that ſome who upon certain Oc- 
caſions had pretended a certain great 
M endeayoured to ingratiate himſelf 
with his Maſter, by the ſame Method that 
was purſued by his Predeceſſor, that is, 
by ſhewing a high Complaiſance for mar- 
tial Meaſures, took this very Hint from 
their own Management in that Way. You 
will eaſily perceive, that I allude to ſome- 
thing that has been told us by that ever- 
laſting Babbler in Politicks, Lx VRAI pa- 
TRIOTE HoLLAnDors, and. what has 
been publiſhed perhaps out of private 
Letters from hence, in the Paris, and 
from thence tranſcribed into the Frankfort 
Gazette; and I dare aſſure you that nothing 
affords me a more entertaining Amuſement, 
than the Peruſal of Engliſß News in thoſe 
and other Papers, where they convert into 
indiſputable Facts Stories that are n 
at here for atrant Forgeries. 


But 
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{4 - But ſuch kind of Competitions as theſe 
5 ; are common enough in all Courts, and 
14.4 have been in all Ages; the only Fault I 
. find with them is, when great Men forget 
5 their own Dignity, and the Duty they owe 
1 to that Government in which they have 
14 had a Share, by giving a looſe to their 
| | Reſentment, and letting fall in promiſcuous 
* Companies ſuch diſadvantageous Hints of 
I thoſe they laboured to ſupplant in vain, 
1 4 as ſerve to fill the Heads and open the 
3 Mouths of the Vulgar, not only to the 
5 Prejudice of both, but ſometimes even of 
[ publick Affairs. Yet this is a Weakneſs 
0 


incident even to Men of the beſt Parts, 
and perhaps to the Quickneſs of their 
Parts it ought to be imputed; for thoſe of 
a more ſullen Nature and more ſubtle Diſ- 
poſition, of which, to do them Juſtice, we 
find but few among the Eng/i/h, take quite 
a different Method, and are as cautious 
of revealing, as they are incapable of re- 
lenting in their Reſentments. The former 
is certainly the ſmaller Evil of the two, but 
it is an Evil nevertheleſs, and you who are 
ſo 
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ſo very well acquainted with the Hiſtories 
of all Cabinets ancient and modern, can- 
not but recollect many diſaſtrous Conſe- 
quences, that have attended even ſuch light 

Indiſcretions. a 
At the ſame time I cannot help ob- 
ſerving to you, that this is almoſt the only 
Country in Europe, where a Man would 
ſuffer at all in his Character by being 
thought to have a Complaiſance for his 
P ; but ſuch is the Roughneſs or ra- 
ther Fierceneſs of B—— Liberty, that 
every thing of this Nature is held in a 
Kind of Contempt ; inſomuch that even 
Men of the firſt Rank, when out of 
Employment, will ſometimes treat with 
very little Ceremony Characters that in 
all other Countries, from a difference of 
Manners, and conſequently from a dit- 
ference in Education, are eſteemed ſacred; 
and whether it be from this natural Pre- 
judice or not, I cannot help cenſuring 
this want of Decency, or at leaſt of De- 
licacy, tho', at the ſame Time, I muſt own, 
that there are alſo a great many Engliſb 
F Men 
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Men of Quality, who without having the 
leaſt Obligation to or Connection with the 
C-—, are as nice in this Particular as 
any of the great Men at Verſailles; and I 
conclude from hence, that this bruſque 
Manner of treating Maj ty ought to 
be reckoned amongſt the Refinements ſuper- 
induced by modern Patriotiſm. 

The fame Vehemency of Temper will 
fometimes tranſport diſcontented Perſons, 
even of elevated Condition, to treſpaſs a 
little on other Points of a leſs but till of 
a very delicate Nature, fuch as reflecting 
on the M, for want of having that 
Attention which they are pleaſed to pre- 
ſcribe as neceſſary to one FE, 
or being more civil than they are inclined 
to think neceſſary to another. As if their 
Notions in theſe as well as in all other 
Reſpects ought to govern, and a M — 
was to fall into Suſpicion with the Pub- 
lick, for ſuch wire- drawn Offences as theſe; 
it is however true, that ſuch ſort of wild 
Charges generally recoil upon thoſe who 
bring them, and are treated with that 
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Diſregard and Contempt which they fo 
juſtly merit. For without Diſpute, the 
preſent B M are as exact in 
their Behaviour on this Head, as can be 
reaſonably expected from them; and I am 
very poſitive that thoſe who have reſided here, 
will always do them the Juſtice to own, 
that they have been treated by them upon 
every Occaſion, with the greateſt Candour 
and the utmoſt Politeneſs; nor was there 
ever any Fault found with their Manner 
of negotiating, or with their want of Rea- 
dineſs to conſider with Attention and Re- 
ſpect, whatever Propoſals have been. made 
them, of which, if it was either requiſite 
or proper, I might give many, and ſome of 
them too very recent Inſtances, 

But when People are angry, they are apt 
to ſay any Thing, and of any Body without 
the leaſt Conſideration of whom it may 
wound, or by whom it may be reſented. 
The Gratification of their preſent ill Tem- 
per, and the Diſcharge of that Spleen 
which ariſes from Diſappointment, ſo 
entirely occupy their Minds, as to ſhut out 
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all Reflection. But what is worſt of all, 
theſe Kind of idle, as well as malevolent 
Sarcaſms, are too frequently picked up 
by ſome of the dirty Scriblers, who think 
they are at Liberty to communicate them 
in the moſt public Manner; and thus ſuch 
kind of Abuſe is circulated through the 
World, as ought to be baniſhed from all 
civil Converſation. 

When you reflect on the innumerable 
Difficulties that attend the M Sta- 
tion in E „you will certainly admit, 
that great Allowances ought to be made to 
ſuch as hold it, and will readily have a 
high Veneration for thoſe who, in the 
midſt of theſe Difficulties, and in ſpite of 
that ill Uſage they daily meet with, make 
the Diſcharge of their Duty the ſole Rule 
ef their Conduct, and are content with the 
Approbation of ſuch as have the true In- 
tereſt of their Country at Heart, and nei- 
ther wiſh the Continuance of War, or endea- 
vour to promote the Concluſion of a Peace 
from any other Conſideration; you will 
alſo clearly diſcern, that if the 2 

here 
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here were not governed by ſuch Senti- 
ments, they had long ago extricated them- 
ſelves from moſt of their Embarraſsments, 
by making ſome ſuch precipitate Peace, 
as has been with no ſmall Degree of Vio- 
lence preſſed upon them, It is from this 
ſteady and honourable Conduct of theirs, 
that they muſt be always reverenced by 
their Allies; for if any thing could have 
tempted them to ſacrifice their Senſe of 
Juſtice to their Eaſe, or their Characters, 
as able Stateſmen, to a falſe Popularity, 
the common Cauſe might not only have 
ſuffered dearly, but have run the Hazard 
of irretrievable Misfortune, That this 
has not been the Caſe, is entirely owing to 
that heroic Greatneſs of Mind for which 
his B & M y has been always 
diſtinguiſhed, and which has been very 
laudably copied by thoſe who are at the 
Head of the Ad- n, and who have 


ever regarded, as they have perfectly under- 


ſtood, the true Intereſts of their Country. 
It is in this Light that M s in 

this Kingdom make at once a noble, and 
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an amiable Figure, while contemning equally 


vulgar Cenſure and falſe Applauſe, they act 
upon generous and upright Principles ; and 
while they give up their Time and all the 
Enjoyments of Life to the preſent Gene- 
ration, are content, in a great Meaſure, to 
truſt their Fame to Poſterity. We muſt al- 
low, and I ſpeak it to the Honour of the 
B—— Nation, that-it cannot be diſput- 
ed, they have produced as able and as un- 
corrupt Stateſmen as any in Europe, and ſe- 
veral of theſe have had the peculiar Ad- 
vantage of rendering their Abilities uſe- 
ful, and their Virtues ſerviceable to many 
other Nations befides their own. It was 
to the Wiſdom and Prudence of the late 
Earl of Godo/phin, as well as the heroic 
Courage and admirable Conduct of the 
late Duke of Marlborough, that Europe 
ſtands indebted for her Freedom; and I have 
often wondered, that the glorious Figure 
which this Nation made, while the Mea- 
ſures of thoſe two great Men were unani- 


- mouſly ſupported, has not had a greater 


Effet in promoting Unanimity ; for moſt 
certainly 
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certainly that alone is wanting to preſerve 
to the N the ſame Honour, the ſame 
Reſpect, the ſame Veneration, that was paid 
in thoſe Days, when they ſo highly con- 
tributed to ſet Bounds to that ambitious 
Monarch, who, as he was known to have 
the Will, wanted not a Force, had they 
not interpoſed, to have impoſed Laws upon 
all his Neighbours. 

The preſent Struggle is of the fame 
Nature, and tho' Divine Providence has 
not thought fit to bleſs it with the ſame 
Succeſs, yet whoever, without Prejudice, 
ſhall conſider the Courſe of Events in the 
preſent War, will find that it has not been 
altogether without Effect, or on the Part 
of the high Allies without Glory, That 
certainly is independent of Succeſs, and 
may be merited ; tho', to ſpeak the Truth, 
it is ſeldom enjoyed where Men are not Con- 
querors. To reſiſt Violence to the utmoſt, 
tho' without Effect, is the Mark of true 
Courage, and of a Mind that is really great : 
but there has been ſomething more done 
than this, ſuperior Force has been not only 
) | ns 
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reſiſted, but baffled, and after a bloody 
War of many Years, the Liberties of 
Europe are ſtill ſafe, tho' not altogether 
ſo ſafe as their Friends could wiſh them 
France and Spain have no Conqueſt to 
boaſt of in Taly, or in Germany, and the 
ſole Theatre of the Victories of the former 
has been the Low Countries, and even for 
theſe Poſterity will doubt whether ſhe has 
been moſt indebted to Superiority of 
Number, or to the infatuated ConduR, 
of a Part at leaſt, of thoſe whom ſhe 
has oppreſſed, which was produced by her 
Influence and Intrigues. So that on the 
one Hand the Defence has been juſt and 
noble, and on the other, the Acquiſitions 
have been very far from being of the 
fame Nature; and tho' great enough in 
themſelves, yet little or nothing in com- 
pariſon to what, by the original Plan of the 
War, the ambitious Power that has made 

them had in her own Fancy embraced, 
There is a deſponding Humour prevails 
in more Parts of Europe than one, that is 
not more diſhonourable in itſelf than dan- 
RE 7 = 7 gerous 
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gerous in its Conſequences, and I cannot 
help being amazed at its Progreſs, more 


eſpecially in this Country, where the People 


are naturally of a very different Temper, 
But tho' this may continue for a Time, 
and make very melancholy Impreſſions 
while it does continue; yet ſure it will 


not always laſt, but by Degrees, and as 


Afﬀairs become again compoſed, Mankind 
will return once more to the free Exer- 
ciſe of their Senſes, and ſee things as they 
really ſtand. Whenever this comes to be 
the Caſe, I ſhould imagine, that tho' it will 
not at all abate their Satisfaction as to Peace, 
yet it will certainly leſſen very much that 
dreadful Idea, which has been entertained, 
of the Loſſes ſuſtained by the War. It is 
one thing to extenuate and undervalue an 
Enemy's Victories, and quite another to 
confute the wrong Notions of thoſe who 
over-rate them, It is a thing not to be 
queſtioned, that the Allies are weary of 
the War; but I think it can be as little 


queſtioned, that France and her Allies are 


alſo tired of it, and with equal Reaſon. 


G The 
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The Dominions of the Empreſs Queen 
ſuffered very much at the beginning of the 
Diſpute, and thoſe of the Republick of Hol- 
land have ſuffered no leſs at the cloſe of 
it. But are their Sufferings to be com- 
pared with thoſe of the Bavarians or the 
Genoeſe ? If it be true that France and her 
Allies have, at fome time or other, during 
the Courſe of the War, carried their Arms 
into the Countries of every one of the 
Confederates ; is it not alſo true, that the 
Confederates have carried theirs into France, 
and that Spain has alſo felt the Weight of 
them in the Judies, tho not in Europe? The 
Low Countries have been plundered, and 
moſt of the great Cities in them reduced 
to the utmoſt Diſtreſs ; but will they not 
recover themſelves as ſoon as the maritime 
Power and Trade of France? And as for the 
Devaſtations made by the Armies of Spain in 
1taly, can they be conſidered as any thing in 
compariſon of the Loſſes ſhe has ſuffered ? 
What Reaſon then is there to magnify to ſuch 
a Degree as we hear them magnificd, theSuc- 
ceſſes of the Princes of the Houſe of Bourbon, 
I | or 
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or what Ground 1s there to apprehend, that 
theſe Succeſſes ſhould render them unwilling 


to maintain as well asconcludean equal Peace? 


We are perpetually plagued with high 
Encomiums upon the Politicks of France, 
and upon her mighty Succeſs in Nego- 
tiations; but perhaps the beſt Inſtance 
that of late Years can be given of either, 
is the Diſpoſition ſhe has ſhewn to make 
Peace at this Juncture, when ſhe may 
avail herſelf of her Victories, and of the 
Reputation of her Victories, [which is 
greater than they deſerve;] to carry ſome 
Points, which it may be prudent to yield 
her, tho' hitherto ſhe has not been able 
to carry them by her Arms. The Chance 
of War is a thing always uncertain, and 
the beſt uſe that can be made of tempo 
rary Succeſs, eſpecially when other People 
are inclined to over- rate it, 1s to carry it 
immediately to Market, and there ſell it 
while the Price is high. In this, no 
Doubt, the French have acted wiſely, and 
have conſulted their true Intereſts: Let 
them continue to act wiſely, and to conſult 
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them conſtantly, and we ſhall be ſure of 


having a laſting Peac. That they will be 
Gainers by it, is a Thing certain upon the 
Face of the Account ; but one cannot help 
doubting, whether they will be found ſo if 
they ſhould caſt up rigorouſly what their 
Gains have coſt them; and is it uſual to ſtate 
any Profit till the making up of ſuch an 
Account ? | 

On the other Hand, let us remember a 


little what were the original Pretenſions of 


France, and let us ſee how far ſhe has 
prevailed in theſe, In the firſt Place, the 
Houſe of Auſtria was to be deprived for 
ever of the Imperial Dignity, inſtead of 
which ſhe will acknowledge the Emperor 
Francis I. In the next, almoſt all the here- 
ditary Dominions of that auguſt Houſe 
were to be parcelled out to ſeveral Princes, 
and a large Part of them given to the E- 
lector of Bavaria; in theſe Defigns ſhe has 
likewiſe failed. On the Side of Italy what 
has ſhe to boaſt of, unleſs it be the repeated 


| Defeats of her Armies, being expelled by 


open Force, followed into her own Coun- 
iy z 
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try, then finding Admittance into Zaly a- 
gain, by Intrigues of a Nature not to be 
applauded, hardly to be juſtified? In the 
Courſe of the War on this Side, if ſhe 
once penetrated into Piedmont, and came 
almoſt within Sight of Turin; her Ally, 
the Duke of Modena, has been obliged to 
abandon his Dominions; the King of the 
two Sicilies has ſeen his Territories in the 
utmoſt Jeopardy, which he was reduced to 
fave by a Neutrality ; and if the Republic 
of Genoa ſubſiſts, it is the pure Effects of her 
Deſpair, and not of her own Power, or of the 
Protection of France. If Means were found 
to excite a Rebellion in Britain, that Re- 


bellion was quickly extinguiſhed, and the. 


more quickly too from its being abetted 
by France. If her Reſentment has driven 
the Dutch to great Diſtreſs, that Diſtreſs 
produced its own Remedy, by raiſing his 
Serene Highneſs the Prince of Orange to 
the Dignity of his Anceſtors. 

Thus we ſee that ſhe has been very far 
from carrying all before her; nor is there 
any great Probability, that, from the vaſt 

Advantages 
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Advantages reaped from the preſent War 
by her Allies, ſhe ſhould give any Temp- 
tation to other Princes or States to act the 
fame Part they have done in ſucceeding 
Times. There is no Wonder therefore 
to be made, that ſhe ſhould readily liſten 
to Peace, and therefore no juſt Cauſe to 
ſuſpect, that ſhe is not fincere in her Pro- 
feſſions of being diſpoſed to it. That ſhe 
might carry on the War longer, may per- 
haps be true; but that ſhe has carried it on 
already, longer than the Circumſtances of 
her Subjefts could well bear, the Parlia- 
ment of Paris has proclaimed to the whole 
World by her Remonſtrances. But, ſup- 
poſing ſhe could carry on the War, does it 
appear at all probable that ſhe could carry 
it on with a Certainty of gaining greater 
Advantages than ſhe may now obtain by 
a Peace; and if not, is ſhe not much in 
the Right to conclude it at this Juncture, 
when ſhe has an Opportunity of gratifying 
her Vanity, at leaſt, in fome Reſpect, tho 
ſhe falls fo infinitely ſhort of what were her 
original Pretenſions? And are not Count 

| St 
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St. Severin's Propoſitions at Aix-/a-Chapelle, 
of a very different Nature from thoſe, that 
Marſhal Belleiſe was commiſſioned to pre- 
ſcribe, upon the Ramparts of Vienna? It 
may be, that the former are not altogether 
acceptable; but moſt certainly the latter 
would not have been of ſo eaſy a Di- 
geſtion. 

As it ſeems to be evident enough from 
theſe Reflections, that there is no Danger 
of our being over-reached, in ſuppoſing 
that the French will act with Sincerity, in 
bringing the preſent Negotiation to termi- 
nate in a general Peace; ſo I muſt confeſs, 
that there appears to me no good Grounds 
for thoſe ſealouſies and Suſpicions, that 
fome who have the good Luck to paſs 
for Politicians here, throw out, as if Peace 
at this juncture, and upon any Terms that 
can be expected, will put the Allies intirely 
into the Hands of France, and leave fewer 
Impediments in her Way to univerſal Mo- 
narchy, than ſhe would have met with 
from the Continuance of the War, But 
if theſe People are really in earneſt, what 
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made them ſo uneaſy under the War? 
Why did they aſperſe the preſent M—— 
for not getting out of it at any Rate? or 
why © publiſh thrice a Week the groſſeſt 


Falſhoods of the Allies of G — 


purely to inflame the Nation with a De- * 
fire of having a ſeparate Peace ? Theſe, I 


tay, are Arguments that might be urged to 


them ; but as to the main Point, v/z. the 
Advantages that will accrue from Peace, I 
conceive them to be reciprocal, but at the 
fame Time improveable in their Nature ; 
ſo that thoſe who manage it beſt will be the 
greateſt Gainers by the Peace ; and if this 
ſhould be the Lot of the French, it will 
not be at all the Fault either of the Peace- 
makers, or the Peace itſelf, but of ſuch as 
know not how to make a right Uſe vf it; 
or if they do, find out baſe, tho' ſpecious 
Pretences to make a wrong one. 

As to Germany, the preſent Emperor 
Francis I. has it undoubtedly in his 
Power, and which is much more to the 
Purpoſe, has it as undoubtedly in his Will 
to make himſelf more powerful and con- 

5 ſſderable 
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ſiderable than any Emperor that we have 
ſeen, by promoting the true Intereſts of the 
Empire, which very happily for the Ger- 
manick Body, coincide directly with his 
own. All the great Princes in that Country, 
when the return of Peace ſhall give them 
Time to conſider it, will ſee that nothing 
could be ſo happy or ſo fortunate for 
them as having this Prince for their Chief, 
of whoſe Power they cannot ſo much as 
pretend to be afraid, who neither has or 
poſſibly can have any Claim or Pretenſion 
prejudicial or dangerous to them. Under 
his Auſpice therefore they may certainly 
derive to themſelves all the Advantages of 
which their Conſtitution is capable, with- 
out running any Hazard of thoſe Incon- 
veniencies, that their Predeceſſors have 
formerly experienced, by entering into En- 
gagements with Emperors much ſuperior 
to them in Power, and who from thence 
took great Liberties in the Performance of 
their Engagements; whereas in this Caſe the 
Authority of the Emperor muſt ariſe from 
his Punctuality and good Faith; and there- 

H fore 
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fore ſtronger Security they never can have 
for fulfilling ſuch Engagements, Several 
Inſtances have already occurred, which ſuf- 
| ficiently demonſtrate the Truth and Cer- 
tainty of theſe Principles; and there is no 
Queſtion to be made, that in a very little 
Time all the great Princes of the Empire 
will diſtinguiſh the wide Difference there 
is, between placing their Confidence in the 
Head of the Empire, who can have no 
Temptation, and at the ſame Time has it 
not in his Power to deceive them, and 
placing it in a neighbouring Prince, whoſe 
ſpecious Alliances are ſooner or later attend- 
ed with the greateſt Inconveniences ; and 
ſuch as in the Space of a very few Months 
ſwallow up ten Times the Sums that have 
been received in Subſidies for many Years, 
On this Side therefore the Proſpect. of a 
Peace is highly favourable to the Common 
Cauſe, which muſt always flouriſh in Pro- 
portion to the Union between the Members 
of the Germanic Body and their Head. 

In reſpe& to the North, we very plainly 
perceive that the Balance is well ſettled, 
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and that nothing more is to be deſired 
than to keep it as it is at preſent eſta- 
bliſhed. It is no leſs apparent, that the 
only Thing which can contribute to this, 
is reſtoring the Tranquillity of the Ruſſian 
Empire, and this muſt be continually in- 
creaſing ſo long as Peace is maintained. 
But it may be ſuggeſted, that the preſent 
State of Things may alter, and that in a 
Time of Peace France will renew her In- 
trigues. At this Rate we may alarm 
ourſelves continually; and it is certain we 
can never be at Quiet if we liſten only 
to our own Fears. But if we attend to 
the Reaſon of Things, we ſhall very plain- 
ly fee, that we have no Occaſion to appre- 
hend any Alterations; or which is till 
more to the Purpoſe, if Alterations ſhould 
happen, we can have no Cauſe to ſuſpect 
that they will be prejudicial.to the Com- 
mon Cauſe. The Ties between the RA 
ſian and German Empires, and between 
Ruſſia and Great Britain, are natural and 
rational; for they muſt be always recipro- 
cally beneficial, and never can be detri- 
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mental to any of the contracting Parties; 
if therefore theſe are not permanent, there 
is an End of all political Principles, and of 
all our Expectations from them. On the 
other Hand, if they are permanent, the Ba- 
lance of Power is ſecured at all Events, 
and if any Alteration happens, it muſt 
make it more ſecure; becauſe, in the pre- 
ſent Caſe, we count only on the Steadineſs 
of Ruſſia, ſo that, with Regard to this 
Part of the World, Peace can have only 
ſalutary Operations. 

In Reference to Holland, the late Change 
that has happened there has reſtored the 
Vigour and Spirit of the Conſtitution. All 
Degrees of People that are not influenced 
by private and particular Views, are already 
ſenſible of this, and the Number of thoſe 
that are influenced by ſuch ſiniſter Conſi- 
derations, muſt naturally decline daily; ma- 
ny will find it their Intereſt to change their 
Views, and fall in with thoſe of the Go- 
vernment ; thoſe who are not ſo wiſe will 
find themſelves obliged to act with great 
Caution, and in a Time of Peace, even 
[ah the 
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the moſt hardy of the oppoſite Faction 


will find it beſt to be quiet; ſo that the 
new Government will by Degrees take faſt 
Root, and the Virtues of the Prince-Stadt- 
holder conciliate to him the Love and E- 
ſteem of the Great, as well as the Duty 
and Affection of the People; the Common- 
wealth will quickly retrieve her ancient 
Character, and grow reſpectable in the Eyes 
of all her Neighbours. There cannot be 
any thing conceived more advantageous than 
this to the Tranquillityand Independency 
of Europe, which have been affected by no- 
thing ſo much as by the Declenſion of the 
true Spirit of Government in this Republic, 
where the flattering Appearance of a De- 
mocracy had that Effect, which it will al- 
ways have where-ever it prevails ; that is 
to ſay, it deluded the People with the ſhow 
and Sound of Liberty, while it deprived 
them of the Poſſeſſion of it; far no State 
can be ſaid to be free where all have not 
an equal Right to the Benefit of the Laws, 
or where the Government itſelf is not in- 
dependent of its Neighbours, and in a Condi» 
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tion of - fulfilling its Engagements without 
being obliged to apologize for that Con- 
duct, which, of all others, needs it leaſt. I 
ought to beg Pardon for ſaying this to you, 
who muſt be much more ſenſible of theſe 
Things than I ; but then your own Lights 
will enable you to ſtrengthen my Argu- 
ments, and put it in your Power to com- 
prehend clearly what, for Want of thoſe 
Lights, I am able to repreſent but faintly. 
But to proceed to the Review of the re- 
maining Parts of the Syſtem, which will 
bring me to the Cloſe of a Letter that 
is too, too long already. 

If the Balance of Power be but effectu- 
ally ſettled in ITaly by the preſent Peace, 
when it 1s concluded, as I hope and believe 
it will, I muſt confeſs that there appears 
to me no Kind of Ground to fear, that any 
Advantages will accrue to the French, if 
they perſiſt in their Schemes of univerſal 
Monarchy or Influence ; from the Conti- 
nuance of this Peace, It is very certain, 
that if the Power of the Empreſs-Queen 


of + 2 in that Part of the World, 
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ſuffers any Diminution, it will reduce it 
more to a Level with that of other Ta- 
lian Princes, and by removing Jealouſies 
and Suſpicions, will contribute greatly to 
its Security. On the other Hand, if his 
Majeſty the King of Sardinia receives any 
Acceſſion of Territory, it will be ſo much 
the better: I do not mean with Reſpect 
to the narrow private Views of his particu- 
lar Intereſts, which he has always deſpiſed 
when they entered at all into Competition 
with the general Good. But I mean in 
regard to the whole; for every Acceſſion 
of Power to him is an Acceſſion to the 
Common Cauſe, to the Support of which 
his Power, whatever it has been, more or 
leſs, has been always devoted, and ever muſt 
be ſo. His preſent Situation, his imme- 
diate Intereſts, and his future Expectations, 
all depend upon the Proſperity of the Com- 
mon Cauſe; ſo that he can never depart 
from its Intereſts while he. is true to his 
own, as he has always been from the Be- 
ginning of his Reign, even in that Alliance 
which he made with France and Sparn, 
which 
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which produced ſome Advantages, and 
amongſt them this, which was the greateſt, 
that it gave him the moſt convincing 
Proofs of the Impoſſibility of deriving any 
future Advantages from ſuch an Alliance ; 
ſo that to be ſecure with reſpe& to thoſe 
Powers, is now the only View with which 
he can poſſibly conſider them; and we have 
the ſtrongeſt reaſon to believe, that as 
theſe are his invariable Maxims, they will 
be tranſmitted as ſuch to all ſucceeding 
Princes of his Family. In Ttaly therefore 
the Peace can only produce good Effects, 
amongſt which perhaps we may reckon 
the reſettling the Republick of Genoa ; 
for whatever thanks ſhe may owe for her 
Recovery, ſhe will never forget the deſperate 
State to which ſhe was reduced, by at- 
taching herſelf to the Houſe of Bourbon, 
We know what the Sentiments are at pre- 
ſent of her wiſeſt Citizens, and we like- 
wiſe know that the Return of Peace will 
infallibly increaſe their Number. 

As to Spain, it ſeems. to be a thing im- 
poſſible that Peace ſhould ſtrengthen that 
Attachment which hath hitherto bound 
her to France, For if ſhe is ſatisfied with 
the Settlement granted to Don Philip, and 
| other 
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other Circumſtances that may attend the 
Peace, ſhe will no longer ſtand in Need 
of French Aſſiſtance or Friendſhip; and on 
the other Hand, if ſhe is not fully ſatisfied 
with the Proviſion that is made for her, ſhe 
muſt be ſtill convinced that France would 
rather have done more before the Conclu- 
fion of this War, than think of attempting 
another to ſerve her Purpoſes, To ſpeak 
plainly, if any thing can ever be ſervicea- 
ble to the Common Cauſe, in reſpect to 
this Power, it muſt be a Peace ; for while 
Spain carries on a War in Conjunction with 
France, ſhe is properly ſpeaking in a State 
of Conſtraint ; that is, a State in which the 
King, his Miniſters, and even his People 
do many things which they would not do, 
but to prevent their Arms from being bat- 
fled, or Projects formed by their Crown 
being loſt. But when this Reſtraint comes 
to be taken off, when their Commerce 
with their old Friends is reſtored, and with 
it their regular Intercourſe to the Indies, 
things will ſpeedily change their Face, and 
the natural Deſire of Independency, which 
is the genuine Principle of every great Go- 
vernment, will get the better of all that 
Chicanery, by which the Stateſmen at Ver- 


ſailles have hitherto managed a Court, in 
| I which 
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| which the Miniſters i in point of Experience 


and Abilities, are very little inferior to their 
own, and where through Neceſſity, tho' 
their Maxims are followed, yet they are as 
much ſeen thro', and as much difliked as 


in any other Court in Europe. 


I make it my Choice to end with G—— 
B——, becauſe it is the propoſed Theme 
of my Diſcourſe, and here I ſhould ſuppoſe 
that Peace might produce many good Ef- 
fects, and that in reſpect to all Sorts of 
Perſons; for if there be, as the Malecon- 


tents pretend there are, ſome Defects in 


their Laws, and much greater in the Exe- 
cution of them, they may then be fafely 
and eaſily rectified. We know too that 
Peace is the proper Seaſon of Oeconomy, 
as War is of Expence; ſo that proper 
Means may immediately be carried into 
practice, for making ſuch Savings as the 
State of the Publick may require. In all 
theſe ſalutary Reformations, there can be 
no doubt of the Concurrence of the M 
who have all along teſtified ſo deep and ſo 
fincere a Concern for being obliged to aſk 
ſuch Supplies as were abſolutely neceſſary. 
If therefore thoſe who ſtile themſelves, or 
at leaſt are never fo well pleaſed as when 
the People ſtile them Patriots, have really the 

3 Good 


(59) 
Good of their Country at Heart, they will 
meet with no Interruption in the Purſuit of 
it; but may very ſpeedily reſtore whatever 
Parts of their Conſtitution, Time or Acci- 


dents may have weakened; and their 
making this Uſe of Peace, will in ſome 


Meaſure juſtify the Earneſtneſs with which 
they have ſought it, which otherwiſe thoſe 
who have been Spectators only might judge 
to have been too precipitate and intemperate, 
and to have proceeded as much from Spleen 
as from a Propenſity to publick Service. 
But if inſtead of this, either the pre- 
ſent Oppoſition ſhould perſiſt in thwarting 
publick Meafures, or a new one ſhould 
ariſe as ſtrongly tinctured as thoſe which 
we have already ſeen, with that pernicious 
Principle, and ſhould be able to propagate 
Confuſion to their With, we may then 
ſee that Harmony and good Underſtand- 
ing, which at preſent ſubſiſts amongſt the 
Powers intereſted in the Support of the 
Common Cauſe, interrupted, or perhaps de- 
ſtroyed, which is the only Evil that I 
think can poſſibly attend the Peace, and in- 
deed a greater Evil could not well attend it. 
But ſure ſo wiſe, ſo well meaning, fo ge- 
nerous a Nation as this, taking them in a 
collective Body, muſt be allowed to be, can 
be 
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1 be hardly capable of committing ſo groſb þ 
WW an Error, ſo inconſiſtent with their publick 

* and private Intereſts, and of which therefore 
they ought not to be ſuſpected. Setting 

* that therefore aſide, I think I may fairly 

5 congratulate you upon this good News, 

| ih and on the pleaſing Proſpect we have of 

. ſeeing Quiet reſtored, and an End put 

f 4 to a long and bloody War, which at the 

i Beginning threatned little leſs than total 

3 Deſtruction to the Liberties of Europe; ; 

* b and yet is like to leave them at its Con- 
| 2 þ cluſion as well or better eſtabliſhed than | 
„ they have been in our Times, and this per- > 
1 | haps in ſome Meaſure owing to that ge- 

3 neral Senſe, which almoſt all Nations ſeem 

35 to have acquired of their relative Intereſts, 

1 and of that Regard for their Neighbours, 

Ty which even Self-Intereſt dictates when it is 

ky thoroughly underſtood. I heartily beg par- 

17 don for ſo tedious an Epiſtle, and am, &c, 
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